ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION

Clinician‑investigators with 5/8 VA salaried positions at a VA facility are eligible to submit for VA research funding.  The VA appointment must be clear, unequivocal, preexisting, and not dependent on success of the funding application. 

All others must have their eligibility determined by VA Central Office prior to submitting a Merit Review proposal.  

Request for determination of eligibility must be submitted to VA Central Office prior to or with the proposal Letter of Intent.  Clinicians less than 5/8 salaried and non-clinicians should initiate the request for eligibility determination through the local Research Office.   The request must include details of (1) the applicant's clinical and/or research role at the VA, (2) time commitment, e.g., number of hours per week assigned to specific patient care or other VA activities, (3) involvement in VA research activities, and (4) locations of office, laboratory, and non-laboratory research.

Off-site eligibility waiver must be requested if the investigator’s office and/or laboratory is not located within the VA facility or if any portion of the proposed research will be conducted outside of the VA facility.  This request for off-site approval must also be submitted prior to or with the Letter of Intent.  

Contact the Research Office, X15390 for questions on eligibility or off-site waiver requests.
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