FRAUD AND ETHICAL PRACTICES IN RESEARCH

It is the policy of VA's Research and Development Program to require high ethical standards for all research activities and, if necessary, to inquire, investigate, and resolve promptly and fairly all alleged, or apparent misconduct in science.  The R&D Program management will take appropriate action if it is determined that misconduct has occurred.  This applies to all instances of alleged, or apparent, misconduct involving research, research training, and related activities conducted by VA investigators whether funded or non-funded.  Investigators receiving support from other Federal agencies may be subject to additional misconduct policies.

Misconduct includes serious deviation, such as fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism, from accepted practice, in carrying out research, or in reporting the results of research.  The scientific community in general, and VA investigators in particular, are expected to make every effort to prevent scientific misconduct.

Authenticity of Date.  Primary responsibility for ensuring the authenticity of reported data rests with the principal investigator.  In addition, all investigators identified as authors of a report also assume responsibility for its authenticity.  All investigators have the responsibility to maintain a record of all experimental protocols and data sufficient to allow subsequent verification.  Written, detailed, and explicit procedures for data gathering, storage, retrieval and analysis must be available in all laboratories.  Data must be retained for a minimum of 5 years.

Supervision/Credit.  Principal investigators have the responsibility to ensure proper supervision of the research not performed directly by them.  Trainees must be supervised by experienced scientists and they should be encouraged to present their studies at review sessions or seminars.  Publications must give credit to all investigators involved in the research, and all publications must be approved by all co-authors.
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